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FOCUSING ON PARTICIPATORY CITIZENSHIP: CORE OF THE CURRICULUM

Richard Oakes Peters, Ed.D.

Citizenship training is not limited to enrollment in a

course. It is not an academic exercise but rather a learned

way of living. Citizenship skills can only be acquired and

honed by actually particiapting in activities, both in school

and the community, that require personal commitment, reasoned

thought, and action.

Students need involvement with citizenship skills develop-

ment in all subjects. There is a need for teacher teams, at

every grade,throughout the Kindergarten through Grade Twelve

spectrum, to design activities and experiences that will

insure student participation in the citizenship building

process.

Good citizenship should be perceived, by students, as

something that permeates their daily lives. Citizenship

should be defined by actions taking place in the classroom,

school-wide, and in the context of the community-at-large.

As students mature and progress through the several grades

and grade clusters, they need to be exposed to conflicts,

issues, problems, and situations that have both an immediate

and long-range impact upon the lives of individuals and

groups.

Students cannot remain passive on-lookers in the game

of everyday living. They must be trained in active involve-

ment with intellectual skills processes that require personal

commitment and responsibility for the betterment of the

state of human affairs. They must be prepared to right

23
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wrongs, to make critical decisions, and to contribute their

time/energy/resources to the solution of perplexing social

problems.

A PLAN OF ACTION

Beginning in the lower elementary grades, children need

to participate in activities that focus their attention and

energy on social issues that directly affect them. Issues

can range from social behavior in the classroom to concern

for the plight of the environment in the community. Class-

room and field-based activities provide for the development

of a perspective that relates the individual to social groups,

and to an intrinsic concern for the stability of the life-

space.

By the middle grades, children and youths should become

acquainted with real life situations that require action on

the part of concerned citizens. They can participate in

community-oriented activities that require them to work

cooperatively with others -- in order to achieve common

goals.

In high school, youths can become involved in activities

and projects designed to build upon the experiences from

earlier grades, and which require them to apply acquired

knowledge and skills to contemporary situations. For example:

particiapte in school and community clean-up
campaigns;

volunteer time to peer tuitoring after school;

volunteer to participate in a crisis hotline;

write a column for the local newspaper;

29
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.work as a hospital volunteer;

participate in walk-a-thons and bike-a-thons;

communicate with local and state elected
officials regarding matters of concern
and interest;

volunteer to participate in 'get out the
vote' campaigns; and

organize community awareness programs.

The products of Participatory Citizenship programs are

proactive individuals who act for the betterment of the group.

They accept responsibility for personal behavior, and conduct

themselves, in their daily lives, within the framework of the

law.

PROGRAM DESIGN

Working with community resource people, teachers can design

curricula that provide for citizenship-building related

activities and extra-curricular projects. Community resource

sites can become training 'classrooms' --as students actively

participate in activities related to real life challenges that

enhance critical thinking, decision-making, and problem solving

skills.

In all subject matter areas of the typical K-12 curriculum,

teachers engage students in designed encounters that enhance

their understanding of social environments, and expose them

to the responsibilities of citizens in everyday life.

COMMENT

Being a good citizen is a lifelong process, and respon-

sibility, involving skills development and application to

new and diverse situations that may be close-to-home or far-

removed.

0
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A PARTICIPATORY CITIZENSHIP PROJECT :

MODEL FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
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THEME: Community Service

TOPIC: Creating a Cooperative Living Habitat

GOALS: As a result of this school year-long community service project, students will understand 1) the
process of creating a COOPERATIVE LIVING HABITAT, 2) the character of community service,
3) the need for team work in order to accomplish a task, and 4) citizens' responsibilities to create and
maintain a quality lifespace environment in the local community/region.

OBJECTIVES: Students in social studies and science will: 1) interact with community resource people,
2) interact with a selected natural environment site, 3) read about conservation/stewardship/management
practices and programs, 4) map the natural environment site, 5) collect data on film and video tape, 6)
collect mineral/rock samples, 7) analyze data in the classroom or science laboratory, 8) investigate
alternative site management strategies, 9) evaluate the several site management strategies, 10) select a
preferred site management strategy, 11) conduct an environmental impact study of the natural
environment site, and 12) design and implement a detailed site management plan.

ACTIVITIES: Working with their social studies and science teachers, students are introduced to the
Cooperative Living Habitat concept. A 'CLH' is any given area in which MAN and NATURE coexist
and mutually prosper. Students interact with a selected natural environment site in the local
community /region. The site is adopted by the students; becoming their community service project for
the entire school year. Working with community resource people (e.g., soil conservation personnel,
wildlife management personnel, forestry department personnel, and water management personnel),
students learn about site management strategies. A management plan is designed, by the students, to: 1)
minimize/eliminate evironmentally destructive conditions, 2) remove natural debris, 3) remove
human-generated litter, 4) conduct an environmental impact study, 5) design a nature trail system which
will be used by K-12 students as a field-based learning laboratory, 6) create and maintain a cooperative
living habitat at the selected natural environment site.

RESOURCES: 1) Community resource people, 2) a natural environment site, 3) sketch pads/pencils,
4) compasses, 5) reference materials (print/non-print and software), 6) still/motion picture cameras
and video tape equipment (for data collection purposes), 7) water testing kits, 8) soil testing kits.



18

ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION: As a result of this school year-long community service project,
students will demonstrate levels of learning and skills development by: 1) explaining the cooperative
living habitat concept, 2) discussing concepts such as conservation, stewardship, and resource
management, 3) using concepts such as conservation, stewardship, and resource management in
conversations and writings, 4) drawing maps of the natural environment site, 5) using compasses at the
natural environment site, 6) collecting a variety of data (on film/video tape and in sample bags) at the
natural environment site, 7) analyzing data at the natural environment site, 8) analyzing data in the
classroom or science laboratory, 9) making decisions -- based upon research and discussions, 10)
participating in the creation and maintenance of a cooperative living habitat at the selected natural
environment site, 11) writing essays about community service-related experiences, 12) creating
audiovisual presentations, 12) making audiovisual presentations to the class, 13) correctly answering
90% of matching, multiple choice, and completion (supply) test items, 14) testing water samples
collected at the natural environment site, 15) testing soil samples collected at the natural environment
site, 16) writing science laboratory reports, 17) working cooperatively in small groups -- both at the
field-based site and in the classroom/science laboratory.
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In order for students to be actively involved in their

citizenship development/training (in the classroom, in the

school at-large, and in the community), teachers must be

versed in 1) content background related to national standards

and content in civics/government, history, law education, and

contemporary issues, and 2) pedagogy related to student

involvement in intellectual processes and the nurturing of

citizenship traits/behaviors.

The following pages outline a 'model' course for teacher

trainees in social studies. This course engages trainees

in a variety of content-related and skills development

activities -- thus enhancing trainees' perceptions and

abilities to create learning environments that promote

students' abilities to think critically; to solve problems;

to make decisions; to develop a sense of belonging to the

community; and to participate in the political/social affairs

of the community.

This 'model' course is a study of the
origins and character of the American
legal system; civil justice and criminal
justice, and ways that law-related
education can be infused into existing
social studies curricula. Attention is
also paid to the United States system
of government, and to the rights and
responsibilities of citizens.

34
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I 'I
I I
I FORWARD 1

In July 1776, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
solemnly published and declared that all men are created equal and are endowed with certain
unalienable Rights such as Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.

The General Congress accused the King of Great Britain of abolishing the free System of English
Laws, and Parliament of being deaf to the voice of justice and consanguinity.

In 1789, The Constitution of the United States of America was ratified ... in Order to form a more
perfect Union and to establish Justice.

Article III established the judicial Power of the United States.

Article IV

One supreme Court and ... such inferior Courts as the
Congress may from time to time ordain and establish.

Judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity,
arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States,
and Treaties made ... to controversies between two or more
States.

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment,
shall be by Jury.

The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and
Immunities of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime,
who shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on
Demand ... of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be
removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.

Amendment I (1791)

Congress shall make no law ... abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government.
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Amendment IV (1791)
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The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers,
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be
violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the
place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Amendment V (1791)

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury ...; nor
shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case
to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be
taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI (1791)

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district
wherein the crime shall have been committed ..., and to be informed
of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining
witnesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for his
defense.

Amendment VII (1791)

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact
tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the
United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII (1791)

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.
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Amendment XI (1795)
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The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against
one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens
or Subjects of any Foreign State.

Amendment XIV (1868)

No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any
State deprive any person of life, liberty; or property, without due
process of law; not deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal
protection of the laws.

Effective citizenship training and being law-abiding individuals go hand in hand. When

persons are 'good citizens,' laws become the standard by which they conduct their daily lives. When
persons have contempt for the law, and commit unlawful acts against society, they are not 'good
citizens.'

In the United States, today, effective citizenship training is generally ignored, and our laws,
in effect, have become reactive rather than preventive.

Might it be easier, and less costly to society, to prevent a criminal act from happening rather
than attempt to apprehend the perpetrator after the deed has been done?

"Constructive citizenship" is exhibited by individuals who:

abide by the laws of the local community, the state, and the nation

model their daily lives upon principles of democracy as enumerated
in the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights

lead exemplary lives and serve as role models for our youths

participate in the affairs of the community

raise their voices either in support for or opposition to social
conditions.
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COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of this course, students will:

1 be acquainted with the structure of the American court system

2 be acquainted with the BILL OF RIGHTS ... as these civil liberties pertain to SST
628

3 be acquainted with national standards (in History, Civics and Government, and the
Social Studies) as they pertain to SST 628

4 be acquainted with different definitions/concepts of LAW

5 be able to use selected vocabulary terms/words in oral/written communications

6 be acquainted with selected cases in American jurisprudence as they pertain to SST

628

be acquainted with ways to incorporate law-related education into existing social
studies courses/classes (Grades 5-12)

8 be acquainted with law-related current events

9 be acquainted with aspects of the United States criminal justice system

10 be acquainted with a variety of law-related education materials/resources

11 discuss topics related to justice in American Society

12 write a law-related education research paper

13 design a five class period unit outline (Grades 5-12) SEE PAGE)

14 design five daily QUIK-CARD lesson plans (Grades 5-12) related to the unit outline

(SEE PAGE 27)

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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ASSIGNMENTS
L._

Extemporaneous Essays and Article Outline/Reaction Papers
(1-2 pages each worth Up To 10 points each)

DUE DATE

Session One 3 extemporaneous essays
(See GUIDE pages)

Session Three 2 extemporaneous essays
(See GUIDE pages)

Session Five 3 article outline/reaction papers
(See GUIDE pages)

Session Seven 4 article outline/reaction papers
(See GUIDE pages)

Session Nine 5 article outline/reaction papers
(See GUIDE pages)

Total UP To 170 points

REPORT Due Date : Session Seven UP To 200 points

A 5 typed page (double space) discussion of a law-related court case(s),
situation/event, personality(ies), movement, etc. Use the Form and Style

Manual

UNIT OUTLINE UP To 700 points

A (M-F) five class period unit that integrates law-related concepts,
cases/court decisions, and/or current events into an existing social studies

course (that you might be currently teaching)
OR

Design a (M-F) five class period unit that focuses on a clearly defined law-
related theme or topic. USE THE UNIT OUTLINE ON PAGE
Do NOT LEAVE ANY OUTLINE SPACES BLANK!

DUE DATE : SESSION NINE

39
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DAILY LESSON PLANS UP To 25 points each

Using the QUIK-CARD format (Page '), design a lesson plan for each of
the M-F class periods described in the UNIT OUTLINE.

DUE DATE : SESSION NINE Total = UP To 125 points

NOTEBOOK UP To 100 points

To include current events articles, class discussion notes, workbook activity
pages, etc.

DUE DATE : SESSION NINE

40
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